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The Singer pistol: Not to be had for a song

You can buy a circa 1940 Singer
sewing machine for around $100. But a

rare Singer pistol will cost you tens of

thousands of dollars. Singer went into
the military handgun business briefly in
early World War II. The U.S. government
used them as a test to see how well a
manufacturing company that never
made a gun could produce them to hclp
the war effort.

In Apri 40 Singer was given an
“educational order” to make 500 Colt
Model 1911A1 semi-automatic aliber

Is. / fulfilling the order, howev-

1 company management or the
government decided Singer could best
help the cause by making bomb sights
and other weapon-related parts. The 500
handguns were distributed throughout
the military. The equipment to make
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five companies during the war but those
Il]"ldf‘ inger have become the lllt‘lRt
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: 'fhll‘lf'l i . When they come up
g at major gun auctions they go for a
fortune. In September 2008 Rock Island
Auctions in Moline, Ill., sold the second
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example Singer made for $74,750. As a
compar . the same Model 1911A1
made by nington-Rand or Ithaca is
valued at $1.000 or so. It's all in the
name. For Singer guns, howe

no name. They are marked simpls
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21 in its auction

as a subcontractor
to Undelwoud recelv for the M1 car-
bine. A Singer factory in Clydebank,
Scotland, made bayonets for the British

Left: Rock Island Auctions in Moline, Ill., will
offer this rare Model 1911A1 semi-auto-
matic pistol made by the Singer Sewing
Machine Co. in its Sept. 10-12 sale. It is
number 221 out of only 500 made.

Lee-Enfield No. 4 Mk. I rifle.

Rock Island’s spring auction took in
$7.6 million. Among the highlights:
Volcanic pistol, $74,750, sterling silver
Colt deringer, $69,000; ( ;lt ‘\Iodel 1900
semi-auto pistol, 8
Colt engraved sherlif model,

al dr].l]mg 20 00; and a uold 1nldld
O/U shotgun by Luciano Bosis,




