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Rock Island Auction Continues to Defy Faltering Economy

Moline, IL - Rock Island Auction
Company realizes strong sales during their
April Premiere Auction. Peaked interest
in the gun marker, particularly collecrable
firearms has Rock Island defying the fal- |

=

tering economy. Strong bidding partici- |
pation drove total sales to over gﬂ.ﬁ mil-
lion; coupled with spectacular results
from their Spring regional auction RIAC
is set to break another industry record for
the year. This sale featured over 2800 lots of quality firearms, edged
weapons, military artifacts and more.

A portion of the proceeds from the Will Hoffeld's estate benefited the
NRA foundation. The NRA Foundation is the country’s leading charitable
organization in support of the shooting sports. Will's passion for firearms
will continue through the family’s generous donation to this important
organization.

This auction proved strong for all genres of firearms and every level of
collecting. The outstanding selection of Winchesters were among the top
sellers afg the auction. A rare factory engraved New Haven Arms Company
Henry rifle commanded a price of $103,500. Lot 3702 an exceprional
Winchester panel-engraved model 1866 carbine sold for $63,250 followed
by lot 3718, an exceptional Winchester Model 1886 musker with bayoner
which broughr a price of $54,625.

At Rock Island Auction Company, Colts repeatedly show their impor-
tance as high value collectibles and solid investments. Of the military
inspected Colt Cavalry’s offered, an Ainsworth inspected U.S. Colt Model
1873 stood out bringing a within estimate price of $40,250. A Colr flattop
double action model 1878 frontier revolver serial number 1 sold for
$40,250. The collection of engraved Colts also did well, a documented fac-
tory engraved, silver-plated, Colt single action army revolver with carved
pearl grips reached $21,850. The Hoffeld estate brought several rare Colts
including 4 Patersons with no reserve. A rare Colt pocket model Parerson
revolver no. 1 sold above estimate for $20,700. There were nearly 100 Colt
Brevetes in this auction from the Hoffeld collection, a bid of $5,175 won an
engraved Japanese copy of a Colt Model 1851 navy percussion revolver.

Scott Meadows lead off the military firearms in this auction with dozens of
rare, experimental and prototype 1911's. An exceptional early first year pro-
duction two digir serial number Colr Model 1900 sight safery semi automaric
pistol with factory letter brought $21,850. Ample participation in class 111

Excellent Cased F r:gmw.rz’ Prurdey o
Sons Two Barrel Set Donuble Barrel
Shotgien and Rifle with Scope.

§ firearms brought $31,625 on a police-marked,
Colt, model 1921/28 US Navy over-stamp
Thompson submachine gun

The Frank and Karen Sellers collection
headlined the Sharps of this auction. His
patent models and sharps drew bids up to
$28,750 for a rare Sharps model 1877 No. |
long range rifle. His parts also did well, a lot
of three Sharps receivers with barrels sold for
$6,325.

Edged weapons brought bids from phone,
fax, email and the floor. Of the many fine
Bowie knives offered, a rare English &
Hubers Bowie knife with sheath and an A.
Carr spear point Bowie knife with sheath
sold for $13,800 and $2,875 respectively. A
nice selection of swords included a rare Eagle Pommel U.S. Naval officer's
sword which realized an above estimare price of $6,900.

RIAC continues to offer fine anrique and collectable firearms ar auction,
this sale had over 2,100 items classified as antique or curio and relic! Many
fine Indian war items and documented Custer barttlefield relics drew inter-
ested buyers. A lot of items belonging to a Little Bighorn survivor, st
Sergeant John M. Ryan sold for $6,900; this lot included rare discharge
documents, an Indian War campaign medal and a forage cap. An outstand-
ing U.S. Springfield Model 1873 Carbine in 7th Cavalry serial number
range brought $25,875 and a U.S. Springfield model 1870 trapdoor Indian
rifle with brass rack decorations sold for $6,325.

As a whole the April auction was a success, with a high sell through rate
and sales reaching over $8.5 million. This auction had something for every
level of collecting with interested buyers setring the auction prices not the
house reserve. The result was satisfied buyers and sellers alike, a valuable
goal for any aucrion house.

Join RIAC for their upcoming aucrions: the next regional auction to be
held June 27 and 28 and a Premiere Auction which will be held Seprember
12, 13 and 14. Rock Island Auction Company is currently seeking consign-
ments. Consign one piece or an entire collection and know that you
are consigning with the best. For more information on selling at
auction contact Pat Hogan or Judy Voss at 800-238-8022 or visit
www.rockislandauction.com.

Superb Cased, Engraved and Gold
Banded Pair of Henry Devinger
Percession Pistols with Coin Stlver
Furniture-A) Deringer Percussion

Pistol with Gold Bands.




