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Perhaps the most famous Holly-
wood Winchester, this cut-down
Model 1892 carbine with a large
loop was twirled by a young John
Wayne in the 1939 film that
launched his career, Stagecoach.
This carbine was one of two iden-
tical ones in the Glm, according to
the catalog. The short barrel
{under 16"} makes it illegal to
own unless the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms approves,
which can take up to a year,
according to the catalog. A bidder
paid SI128.800 (est. $15,000/
30,000} and can't wail to own il
free and clear. Little John's
photo.
right film were also in demand.
Ordinanly, you might pay a few
hundred dollars for a reprodisc-
tion Colt Walker revolver, but one
used by Clint Eastwood in The
Outlaw  Josie Wales becomes a
valuable arifact of flm-making
history. It sold for 345.920.

The Wolf Song was not Gary
Cooper’s most memorable film,
bul in it he camied an authentic
Kentucky rifle made circa 1800
by Andrew Fighorm of Berks
County, Pennsylvania, At some
point in the 78 years since the
movie was made, someone cul
the barrel and gave the gun a new
shorter stock. (They did what?)
Regardless, it was offered in‘its
present  configuration with a
S2500/5000 estimate. [t brought
S14.000,

An English-made percussion
belt pistol, used by Charlton Hes-
ton am 1980 in The Mowntam
Men, was - estimated at S2000/
4000 and sold for $13,440,

The Stembridge collection
totaled about $1.4 million. There
were about 400 registered bid-
ders, with “hundreds, 1 mein
hundreds, of phone and sealed
bids.” said Carol Watson, auction
director. She said most guns
stayed i the LS. Over two more
days, Little John's sold about 950
additional guns and related items,
totaling an additional $1 million.

For information, go to Litle
John's Web site (www.littlejohns
auctionservice.com).

In San Francisco on June 18-
%ﬂ. Greg Martin Auctions threw a

fth anmiversary by offer-
ing 2200 lots of guns, ammo,
books, and related items. Expec-
tations were that the diverse line-
up would sell for $5.5 million,
The final tally proved better, with
about $5.95 mullion earned.

The top lot at $632.500
(includes buyer’s premium) was
a Winchester Model 1873 Deluxe
rifle, gold-plated and engraved
and once the propenty of General
William E, Strong (est. $250,000/
300,000). Another Model 1873, a
“One of One Thousand™ edition,
sold for $356.500 (est. S200,000/
J001,000).

A Model 1876 Winchester car-
bine with half-mickel Gmsh and
deluxe wood brought $115,000
(est.  S100.000/125,000), A
Model 1873 Winchester with a
special order 30" octagonal barrel
was $57.500 (est. $40,000/
60,000). An early production

Rock Island photo.

Carlos Gove was an (d West blacksmith, gunsmith, and gun
dealer. This tomahawk is an example of his work. Estimate is
$18,000/25.000. Sellers collection. Rock Island photo,

son are credited with developing the
 self-contained metallic cartridge, which fits
inte & handgun's revolving cvlinder. Bul the
concept of a bored-through cylinder had been
previously patented by Rollin White. He even-
tually assigned his patent to Smith & Wesson in 1856, and the
rest is history. The gun shown is an original Rollin White
patented revolver, which he made for Daniel Wesson. From the
Frank and Karen Sellers collection, the estimate is $25,000/35,000,

photo.

An example from the early development of Sharps firearms is the

L2 Model 1850, also known as the second model Nippes-Sharps. It followed
" the Model 1849 as the second model (o go into production. While Christian
Sharps was the inventor and held the patent, they were made by four different shops. The
first was A.S. Nippes & Company of Mill Creek, Pennsylvania. Then George Penfield bought the
business and moved it to Hartford, Connecticut. The Sharps Manufacturing Company was formed from

Penfield in December 1851, The fourth maker, William Robertson, shared the building with Christian Sharps
and began making the model too, from parts he bought from the inventor. With all these hands in the pie
vou'd think they produced hundreds or thousands of arms. Truth is, they made about 150 sporting rifles and
six carbines. Thus, the examptle in this auction s quite rare, which accounts for the $35,000/50,000 estimate.
Sellers collection. Rock Island photo,

German immigramt Frank W, Freund
L 4 came lo America in 1857, fought for the Union in the Civil War, then

moved to Cheyenne, Wyoming, and opened a store, He realized he could
improve upon the design of the Sharps rifle. When the company ignored his inno-
vations, Freund took out his own patents and altered the Sharps to his liking. Some he did not
change. Both types bear his nume. This ecxample is an engraved Model 1874 from his Freund armory

New Haven, Comnnecticut, gunmaker A.A. Kellogg obtained some of
the Model 1878 Sharps sporiing rifles and had master engraver L.I),
Nimschke apply gold inlay and other enhancements. The rifle shown here is ane
of these, estimated at $25,000/50,000, Sellers collection. Rock Island photo,

Only 320 Model 1853 Sharps sholguns were made from 1854 1o 1856,
) Few were engraved, which accounts for the rarity of this exnsmple. Gus-
tave Young, a master engraver of the period, provided gold inlay and the artistic pancl
scene, The estimate is $50,000/75,000. Sellers collection. Rock Istand photo.

in Wyoming. It's estimated at $50,000/75,000. Sellers collection. Rock Island photo,

Model 1886 Winchester also sold
for 857,500 (est. $40.000/
60,000,

A sidelock double-barrel rifle
made by Daniel Fraser, 600 Nitro
caliber, in a case, sold for
S115,000 (est. $90,000/120.000).
An authentic Old West stage-
coach attributed 1o the Abbot-
Downing Company of Concord,
New Hampshire, sold better than
expected  at $109.250  (est.
S50,000/70,000).

In a group of Model 1876 Win-
chesters offered, one in excellent
condition in .50-95 express cal-
iber sold for $34,500. An example
with @ half-nickel finish and
deluxe wood reached $115,000,
A carbine afiributed to the North-
west Mounted Police was $6325,
A musket with British proofs and
Baker sights sold for $20,700.

Mot everything at a Martin auc-
tion is expensive. A uction
pepperbox pistol sold for $86.25.
An Allen & Thurber real pepper-
box in fair shope was 8460, A
1911-17 Lefever Arms catalog
went at $373,75. A Lefever 1918
catalog did better at $575. In Ger-
man Second World War pistols, a
group of ten ' P-38s ranged from a
high of $747.50 10 $488.75.

Go to Greg Martin's Web site
{www.gregmartinauctions.com)
for mare information.

On the East Coast on June 27,

Alderfer Auction & Appraisal in
Hatfield, Peansyivanter offesed
about 480 lots of guns and acces-
sories. Highlights were a Win-
chester Model 1886 rifle, 38-56
caliber, octagonal and round bar-
rel, $6325 (includes buyer's pre-
mium); a Colt Single Action
Army revolver, 7¥" barrel,
shipped in 1886, with factory let-
ter, $3575; a Brown Bess flint-
lock musket, 2nd model, with
bayonet, $3080; a Colt single-
action revolver, shipped 1895,
mﬁ:c letter, $2200; a seven-barrel
volley gun by H. Pieper Licge,
$2860; a double-barrel shotgun
by Churchill, 12 gange, $2970;
and b Spencer Model 1865 car-
bine, $2200.

For more information, check
Alderfer’s Web site (www, alder
ferauction.com).

—Supreme Court Rules
Against Gun Collector, Now in
Prison

On June 21 U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Stephen  Breyer
issued the court's opinion to
uphold & previous appeals court
decision o put Victor A. Rita Jr.
away for almost three years for
lying to & grand jury about buying
4 gun kit for a Second World War
Russian submachine gun, which
had been rendered inoperable.

His plight may have simply
faded away, except two weeks

later President Bush commuted
iﬂ%b sentence of Lewis “Scooler™

y for the same charges (lving
under cath and obstructing jus-
tice) for which Rita was convict-
ed. Newspapers, Web sites, and
blogs lit up around the country
questioning why Rita shouldn't
be excused of his infractions o,

Rita's  attorney,  Thomas
Cochran, assistant federal public
defender in Greensboro, North
Carolina, told this reporter his
client reported to prison on July 2,
the same day Libby's sentence
was waived. Cochran said he
Elﬂns to appeal the senlence Lo the

ouse: Judiciary Committee and
may ask the Supreme Court to
reconsider. He didn't rule out ask-
ing President Bush to intervene.
Rita is in @ minimum-security
prison in Pensacola, Florda.

It a brief filed by the US.
Department of Justice. here’s
how, in part, the case aganst Rita
was documented:

“In 2003, the Bureaw of Alco-
hol, Tobacco. Firearms and
Explosives (ATF) investigated
whether InterOrdnance of Ameri-
ci, a licensed fircarms dealer in
Monroe, North Carolina, had ille-
gally imported machine-gun parls
kits. The ATF determined that
federal law classified certain
items sold by InterOrdnance.
including a parts kit that could be

Kerr revalvers were made from 1859 to 1866 at the Lo
Armoury in England. Their best customer was the Confederate
States of America, which may have purchased up to 8000 guns. A
year after the Civil War ended, =o did the London Armoury. This
example, serial number 814, is an engraved, early production
muodel in a factory case with accessories. From the collection of the
late Yal Forgeit, it's estimated al $15,000/22.500. Rock [Island
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used to assemble a PPSH-41 sub-
machine gun, as machine guns
that could not be possessed legal-
ly without registration. In April
2003, ATF agents began a nation-
wide recall of the PPSH-41 parts
kits, contacting customers who
had purchased the kits from
InterOrdnance and asking cus-
lomers o tum the kKits over to the
ATE One of the customers dis-
cussed the recall with an
InterOrdnance employee, who
had advised him not 10 tum the
kit over to the ATE

“Petinioner [Victor Rita] had
purchased a PPSH-41 parts kits
from InterOrdnance in Jamuary
2003. At the time, petitioner was
an asyvlom: officer with the
Department of Homeland Securi-
ty. ATF agent Bonmie Levin con-
tacted petitioner and informed
him of the recall. During a con-
versation on Seplember 4, 2003,
petiioner agreed (hat he would
tum the kit over 1o the agent the
following week.

“Alter speaking with Agent
Levin, petitioner placed a call to
InterOrdnance. Two days later;
he mailed the PFSH-41 parts kit
to the company. Petitioner did not
attend the scheduled meeting
with Agent Levin. Through his
attorney, petitioner subsequently
tumed over a different parts kit
that he had purchased from
InterOrdnance, one that was not
the subject of a recall.

“On' October 27, 2003, pefi-
tioner testified before a federal
grand jury in the Western District
of North Carolina that was inves-
igating InterOrdnance™s sales of

H-41 pants kits. Petitioner
denied having any telephone con-
versation with InterOrdnance
before he returned the kit to the
company. Petitioner also claimed
that Agent Levin had not asked
him to tum over the PPSH-4]
parts kit 1o ATE

“Based on the two false state-
tioner was charged in an indict-
meni with two counts of perjury,
two counts of making false state-
ments and one count of obstruc-
tion of justice. A jury found him
guilty of all five charges.”

Victor Rita, now 59, had no
criminal record. He has 25 years
of military service. He served
with the U.S. Marine Corps in
Vietnam and luter joined the U.S.
Army and Army Reserve. He is
also a vetersn of the first Gulf
War. He received over 35 medals,
commendations, and awards for
service o his country.

In February 2006 the U.S. gov-
emment dismissed all 83 counts
against InterOrdnance except
four for failure to maintain prop-
€ records.

-
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The Firearms Column

by Robert Kyle

rare opporumity io bid on
Am:rm from one of the

most significant privale
arms  accumualations in Amer-
ca—if not the world—will occur
when part one of the Frank and
Karen Secllers collection s
offered by Rock Island Auction
in Moline, lllinois; September 8-
10.

*His colléction is rich in histo-
ry s il periaing 1o our country
and rich m history in the develop-
ment of Arearms,” said auction
president Patnck Hogan. “Frunk

has every model of Sharps,
except one. His collection has
over filly serial-number-one
fircarms @s well as prototypes,
pateni models. and rare and exot-
i viriatons. The colliection s
simply oo large and important 1o
present sl one auction. Ouwr
December eighth through tenth
auction will feature the balince.”

Hogan said aboutl 30% of wha

Sellers 'poquired over 40 yedars
will be offered in September. The

duthor of many gun books dnd
articles, Sellers is best known for
Sherrps Firearmis, the bible of this

Civil War and buffalo hmting
weapon, first published in 1978
and reprinted many imes; Sell-
ers; who wriles catalog descrip-
tions for Rock Islund Auction,
descobed his own guns in the
Sepiember catalog. He will also
attend the sale.

Included in the over 2700 lois
in Rock Island’s September sale
will be: 14 Kerr revnlvers from
the Vil Forgett collection; alnst
200 Colt New Service revolvers
from the William “Will Bill”
Powell esinte; o show display of
25 Second World War Liberator
pistols from the Ralph Hagen
estate; 14 mumature, scale model
guns from the Joseph Kramer
collection; and 60 rare single-
shot rifles collected by Jim
Drummaond, a California rancher
and vineyard owner.

“The list of guns is huge, and
the auction is expected to lop
seven million dollars” Pat Hogan
sait. For more information, go to
Rock Island’s Web  site
{www.rockislandauction.com) or
call (300) 238-8022,
—Huollywood Guns Donated by

Tom Selleck to  National
Firearms Musewm
Visitors to the National

Fircarms Museum  just outside
Washington, D.C., in Fairfax,
Virginia, can see seven guns used
by actor Tom Selleck in some of

" his Westerns, He donated a repro-

duction Henry rifle, a Model
1876 Winchester, a Schofield
revolver, a Colt Richards conver-
sion revolver, a Colt open-top
revolver, a Coll Single Action
Amy revolver, and a Model
1886 Winchester.

Also on display in a special
exhibit of L.C. Smith shotguns
are personal hunting arms used
by Humphrey Bogant and Clark
Gable. For more information, go
to the museum’s Web site {www.
nationalfirearmsmuseum.org).
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Mot something for everyday deer
hunting, this Muodel 1873 Win-
chester s one of the most decora-
tive known. Under its gold plating
are relief-carved game and hunt-
ing scenes. The monogram WES
indicates it was the propercty of
Genernl William E. Strong of the
Indian Wars era, The date *Jun
15t 1875™ also is engraved. Anthor
R.L. Wilson vsed three views of
this rifle in his book of Winches-
ter engravings. The strong esti-
mate of S50, 0007350000 did not
deter bidders, who sent it (o a
$632,500 finish. Greg Martin
photo,

A Civil War presentation snare
drum, bearing a plague stating it
was given to George L. Miller by
Company F of the 14th Massa-
chusetts Volunteers on July 14,
1862, sold for $23,000 (est.
$20,000/23,000). Greg Martin
photo.

—Hollywood Guns and Real
Ones Bring over $8 Million in
California Auctions

A pair of California auction
companies attracted the attention
of collectors. worldwide in June.
Famious Hollywood movie gons
were sold by Little John's Aue-
tiont Service. At Greg Martin
Auctions classic Colts, Winches-
ters, ‘and a real stagecoach
crossed the block when the com-
pany. celebrated ‘with a fifth
AnnIVeTsary auction,

The Stembridze armory collec-
tion at Little John's on June 5
consisted of over 460 lots from
the company that provided the
motion picture industry with
auns for over 80 years, The most
mmpartant rental guns were even-
tually identified, cataloged, and
removed from the inventory by
Walter J. O'Connor, a firearms
expert and movie star authority,
who had the foresight that the
props should be preserved for
postenity.

This group was later purchased

This classy Model 1886 Winchester has the distinction of having
appeared on exhibit in the Paris Exposition Universelle in 1589,
Engraved with a unigue English scroll sivle by the master of his time,
John Ulrich, the 45-90-caliber rifle has its original case. Estimated at
S60,000/80.000, it sold for $92,000. Greg Martin photo.
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Winchester’s plan in the 1830's (o make o special line
of Model 1873 rifles called One of One Thousand and
charge a whopping $100 for them sounded like o good
ides, For some reasen, however, they made anly 136,
This shorifall has resulied in soaring values lor this
specimen, It wasn't long ago that they sold for around
#100,000, Greg Martin had this one, serial number

18387, in  his Junme nuction estimated  at
S200,0005300,000, Would someane pay that much? Yep,
and more. [i went nt $356.,500, Greg Martin photo,

On one of the Anfigues
= Roadihow reruns, a Coll Sin-
s gle Action Army revolver like this
one showed up for appraisal. It

had a 705" barrel like this one and the cor-
rect Henry Nettleton military  inspection
marks. It also had & holster: The apprafser said it was
worth at least 20,000, plus $500 for the holster. The
ahove Colt, lacking a holster, was similarly estimated
at $20,000/30,000, but when a few bidders want the
same piece—look oul. This example, made in 1878,
brought $54.625, Greg Martin photo.
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The Cartwrights in the Fonanza TV series, like most
good cowboys, carried Colts. When all three of their
aothentic Single Action Army Colts were offered, it
seemed fitting that Lorne Greene’s brought the most
muoney. As the patriarch, he played Ben Cartwright.
His sold for $44,800, The Dan Blocker (Hoss
Cartwright) sidearm sold for $42,560. The one for
Michael Landon (Little Joe) followed up with
$36,960. The estimate for each was $5000/10,000, Lit-
tle John's photos.

by Robert Petersen, founder of Petersen Publishing
Company. His line of special interest periodicals start-
ed in the mid-1940's with Hot Rod magazine. His
love of cars was equaled by a fondness for firearms,
which spawned Guns & Ammo magazine, Later came
Motor Trend magazine and many others.

Petersen had planned to create a museum using the
Stembridge collection. It would be adjacent to his
automotive museum, On March 23, 2007, he died of
cancer. He was B0. The guns he acquired from Stem-
bridge retained ID tags for which film and/or actor
used it. The high prices they eamed revealed that guns
used by imaginary heroes can be more valuable than
those connected to real Old West lawmen and law-
breakers.

Han Solo was the make-believe hero in Star Wary.
His futuristic ray gun weapon, called a DL44 Heavy

Authentic (ld West stagecoaches don't often
become available at avctions, which accounts
fur why this one sold for $109.250, well above
the S50,000770,0040 estimate. Made in Concord,
New Hampshire, by Abbol-Downing Compa-
oy, it wis one of the conches in o stage roule
operated by Ben Holladay in the mid-19th cen-
tury. Greg Martin photo,

The hefty pistol John Wayne is resting on the
shoulder of Kim Darby is a reproduction Colt
Walker maodel made by the Replica Arms Compa-
ny in Italy, Used in the 1969 lilm True Gril, for
which Wayne won an Academy Award, the gun
was uctually carried by Darby; Wayne wis sighi-
ing it in for ber in this photo. Tt sold for 335,840, A
few minutes earlier an identical Coli sold for
$45,920. How could anyone top John Wayne? If
he's: Clint Eastwood, and the Coll Walker
appeared in the classic The Owtlaw Josie Wales.
The catnlog did nol state that this Coll was actual-
Iy carried by Eastwood, only that it was in the pic-
ture, Now for some movie trivin. Clint Eastwood
(real name, well, Clinton) turned 77 on May 31.
John Wayne (1907-197%) was born Marion Morri-
son. Kim Darby turned 60 on July 8. Her real
name is Deborah Zerby. Little John's photos.

§ Who'd have thought
that the futuristic ray
gun carried by Harrison
" Ford as Han Solo in Star
- Wars was reafly & modified Second World
War Model 1896 German “broomhandle”
Mauser pistol? Iis natorally odd design lent
itself o space-age customizing. The “1896" in
the model designation means the concept was devel-
oped that long ago. The gun sold out of this world at
$201,600. The pocket change estimate was
S300:0/6000, Little John's photo.

Blaster, was actually a real military gun, ironically
one that may have seen combat against the Allies.
It's a modified Second World War German Model
1896 Mauser semiautomatic pistol, serial number
64673, commonly called a “broomhandle” Timing
couldn’t have been better to sell this item: the
media was buzzing with Srars Wars talk because
the original film celebrated its 30th anniversary in
June. Carrying a modest estimale of $3000/6000, it
sold for $201,600 (includes buyer's premium),

The Ringo Kid was another creation from Holly-
wod, He was John Wayne's character in the 1939
film Stagecoach. The memorable gun The Kid
used was a Winchester model 1892 carbine with an
exira-large lever and shont barrel. Two identical
examples were on the set during shooting. One was
in the Stembridge collection. Estinmated at $15,000/
30,004, it sold for $128 800,

Another mythical hero, Indiana Jones, used a
Smith & Wesson Model 1917 45-caliber revolver
in Raiders of the Lost Ark. It sold for $72,800 (est.
S2000/4000).

The three examples just mentioned were real
guns, but reproductions in the right hands in the



