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Severs is a well-known name in
Muskogee, Oklahoma, and a
holster rig tied to that family has
set a world record.

In downtown Muskogee, you can still find
two Severs buildings, each more than a
century old. The Arkansas-born Frederick
Ballard Severs built them—the first bank in
Indian Territory and the Severs Hotel—after
the 49 year old moved there in 1884 and
opened up his general merchandise business. 

Frederick is well-known in the region,
but his son Samuel also left a tangible piece

of his craftsmanship that is still
appreciated today—a holster rig that

sold for a $27,500 bid at Rock Island
Auction in Moline, Illinois, on April
28-30. Samuel moved to Muskogee, as
well, and followed in his father’s
footsteps by opening his own
business, making saddles and other
horse gear. Even though Samuel had
mainly been raised by Frederick’s
Cherokee ex-wife Elizabeth and her
new husband, Arch Casey, he grew

or where his body is buried. She was
thrilled to hear of the holster rig, having
heard of only one other piece by Severs—a
saddle—turning up at a Texas auction a few
years ago. 

The Severs holster beat out a record held
by a holster rig for a Colt single action,
marked “R.F. Tackaberry/Maker/Ft. Worth
Tex,” which sold for $24,000 at an auction
also held in Moline, Illinois, says Judy E.
Voss, vice president at Rock Island Auction.
Tackaberry ran a saddlery in Fort Worth as
early as 1877, according to a city directory.

Rock Island’s Rare Rig
A  h o l s t e r  r i g  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  b r e a k s  a  w o r l d  r e c o r d .
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A rare U.S. Model 1847 Colt

“C Company” Walker, No. 150,

hammered in at $240,000. C

Company revolvers are the most

desirable Colts since gunmaker

Samuel Walker served as captain

of this Texas Ranger company

during the Mexican-American

War; these are also the first

Walker revolvers used in

combat. Walker instructed

Samuel Colt to mark the first

revolvers with “C,” and

then the others could be

stamped alphabetically up

to “E.” Walker did

not survive the

war, while

Samuel Colt’s

gun business

was saved

because of it.

close to his biological father; they even
served together as officers at the town’s
Masonic Lodge.

By 1906, the same year when 19-year-old
Samuel Jr. died, 52-year-old Samuel had
moved on to Little Rock, Arkansas, while
his wife cared for the youngest three of
their seven children in Muskogee. We know
this because the family was interviewed by
the Dawes Commission in 1906, when it
was enrolling the Cherokees in the Indian
Territory prior to Oklahoma statehood in
1907. Ann Gardner of Muskogee, related to
a sister of Frederick B. Severs, says Samuel
died early in the 20th century in Arkansas,
but family records don’t state when he died

An 1880s Indian Territory

holster rig made by Samuel B. Severs (above)

sold for a record-selling bid of $27,500. A

contemporary advertisement, appearing in the

Muskogee Weekly Phoenix on November 3, 1892,

announced Samuel’s services and location at 505 E. Main

Street in Muskogee. Next to it is a photograph of Samuel with

his three stepbrothers. It is believed that Samuel is the tall one (second

from left), as his biological father Frederick was also tall.

– HISTORICAL PHOTOS COURTESY ANN GARDNER –

A near mint Civil War New Haven Arms Company

Henry Rifle, serial no. 2425 and manufactured in

1863, hammered in at $150,000. It’s rare that

such an early Henry would retain so

much of the original bright blue

finish—close to 98 percent is

still found on the

barrel.

An 1875

Officer’s Model

Springfield Trapdoor

rifle manufactured in 1885,

which is distinguished by a
5
⁄8 -inch longer forearm, unplated

brass ramrod tip and wiper, flattened profile on

the fore-end cap and the “1885” dated final inspection

stamp; $47,500.

Greg Martin 

Raises the Bar

Greg Martin Auctions set a
new world record for a

firearms collection sold by a
private individual when it auctioned off the

Robert Howard Collection on February 5 and 6
for $11 million. One of the top lots in that sale
included a Colt Texas Patterson, serial no. 772,
owned by New England sea captain Seth Lewis

Loring, who made it to the California Gold Rush in
1849 and returned to Massachusetts in 1851, according

to records left by John S. DuMont, the previous owner of
the Colt and renowned gun expert; $140,000.

– COURTESY GREG MARTIN AUCTIONS –

Sheriff’s

Model Colt

Tops Cowan’s

Auctions

A Colt Single Action Sheriff’s
Model Revolver was the top lot at
the Historic Firearms and Early

Militaria auction held by Cowan’s on May 2-
3. Introduced in 1882, the gun is known as the
“sheriff’s model” because it has a shorter barrel—
3.5 inches—and does not have an ejector rod or
housing. Bearing serial no. 172734, this revolver is
engraved with carved bull’s head pearl grips. The
factory letter accompanying this lot states the
revolver was shipped to H. Woodhaus & Son on
September 15, 1897. It sold for $80,000.

– COURTESY COWAN’S AUCTIONS –
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